
 

SHAWSHEEN SHOUT OUT!                    
September 2019 

 

Shawsheen Elementary 

4020 W. 7th Street, Greeley, CO 80634 

www.shawsheen.greeleyschools.org     Telephone: 970-348-2300 

Welcome Back! 

Our school year is off to an amazing start! Thank you for collaborating 

with us in your child’s education! Please reach out if you need 

anything. 

We need YOU! 

Our next Parent Group Meeting is Oct. 8 at 5:30pm. We are also doing 

a morning meeting at 7:45am on the same day. Childcare provided at 

no charge to you for the evening meeting only. We had a good 

turnout at both meetings in August. Please consider joining us. We 

discuss school business, budget, fundraisers, and other school events. 

We appreciate our parent support! Remaining meetings are Nov. 12, 

Jan. 14, Feb. 11, Mar. 10, and Apr. 14.  

Have you registered to vote? 

Help promote civic duty. Register to vote and participate in elections. 

This year is a mail in ballot. If you have moved, you will need to update 

your mailing address. You can register to vote and update your 

address at https://www.usa.gov/register-to-vote 

Safety 

The horseshoe only reserved for before school and after school for 

busses and daycare vans. Please plan to park on the street. Always 

pull over to the curb for picking up and dropping off. Never stop in the 

middle of the road to pick up or drop off your child. Consider parking 

on a nearby side street to avoid heavy traffic and meeting your child 

at a meeting spot on school grounds. Please use all crosswalks. Thank 

you! 

We are AVID Elementary! 

AVID is Advancement Via Individual Determination. AVID’s mission is to 

close the achievement gap by preparing all student for college 

readiness and success in a global society. We want all of our 

Shawsheen students to prepare for college or career. Our 3 Family 

Nights will provide more learning and fun around AVID. The first is Sept. 

17th at 5:30pm. Hope to see you there!  

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sept 6 

August & September Birthday Treats 

(Optional) 

Sept. 17 

Family Night 5:30pm 

Sept. 18 

Fundraiser Packets come home 

Sept. 30 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

No School for Students 

October 1 

Fundraiser Orders and Money Due 

Oct. 3 

Parent Teacher Conferences (3:30pm-

6:30pm) 

Oct. 4 

October Birthday Treats (Optional) 

Oct. 8 

Parent Teacher Group Meeting 

(5:30pm) 

 

Parents, please allow 
teachers to begin 
their day on time. Do 
not escort your 
students to class if it 
is after 7:50am. If 
you have concerns, 
talk to Mrs. Barnes or 
Mrs. McCall. 

 

http://www.shawsheen.greeleyschools.org/
https://www.usa.gov/register-to-vote


More Important News 

 

On time. All day. Every day.                                                                          

Please help us out by getting your child to school on time.                            

7:30am Supervision bell rings                                                                         

7:45am Line-up bell rings                                                                                            

7:50am tardy bell rings – students must be in their classroom AT 7:50am 

to be on time. Another safety measure is that parents must check-in 

WITH their children when they are tardy. Please DO NOT just drop them 

off and send them in alone.                  

News from the Teachers 

Special Education                                                                                   

Welcome back families! We hope you had a restful summer. We are 

excited to start a new year of learning with your child! The Special 

Education Team is excited to announce our speech pathologist, Carla 

Voss, will be working at Shawsheen full time. She will support students in 

Pre-K - 5th grade. We are also excited to introduce our new team 

members, Erin Coram, Occupational Therapist and Evan Varner, School 

Psychologist. Shawsheen will continue to have IEP days to hold 

meetings; our first one is October 1. If your child has a meeting that day, 

someone from the team will be in contact with you soon.                          

Ms. Coram, Mrs. Krueger, Mrs. March, Mr. Varner and Mrs. Voss             

Music                                                                                                         

Welcome to the 2019-20 school year! We are off to a great start in 

music building our skills to create entertaining concerts for you this year! 

Watch your student’s binders for concert announcements and please 

encourage your students to take risks this year as we expand our growth 

mindset in music. We are incorporating AVID (Advancement via 

Individual Determination) in music to support that growth mindset. I look 

forward to exploring the possibilities with your students.  Please contact 

me if you have any questions or concerns.  Mr. Easter                                   

PE                                                                                                                         

The year in Physical Education is off to a great start! Students are 

currently in Training Camp right now learning how to move and be safe 

and respectful in the Gym. One quick reminder to parents please make 

sure students are dressed appropriately for Physical Education. We do a 

lot of moving around so please send children with comfortable clothing 

and always send students with Tennis Shoes to school on PE Days. If you 

want them to wear, their cute or fancy shoes have them bring their 

Tennis shoes in backpack so they can switch them out that is fine too. 

Intramurals has begun! We will have intramurals: Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 7-7:30. It will be open to all grades K-

5th. If a student is not here by 7:15 the doors will close to control the crowd. I look forward to seeing 

you all in class and in the mornings. Stay happy, stay healthy, have fun! Mr. Z   

 

 

 Volunteer 

You can become a volunteer at 
Shawsheen! Simply come to 
the office and register on-line. 
Do not forget your ID! We 
need all different kinds of 
support. No matter what your 
schedule is, we can use your 
help! PLEASE attend the next 
Parent Teacher Group meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 7:45am or 
5:30pm. That, too, is a GREAT 
way to support your child’s 
school. 

AVID Tip 

Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grade 
Parents, by now you should be 
in the habit of checking your 
child’s AVID binder each night 
and signing it. 

AVID strategies are used school 
wide, but only 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders use the binders. 

Ask your child what AVID 
strategy they used this week. 
Maybe they read an article 
from AVID Weekly and 
practiced their reading 
strategies. 

    

 
 



Art                                                                                                                                                                                        

It has been a pleasure getting to know your children and creating art with them.  We are going over 

classroom routines and expectations for the art room. The art room is a wonderful place for creating art 

therefore we are working on a positive classroom culture and environment to be able to use the special 

art time for making art and not classroom management issues. I encourage you to talk to your children 

about what they are doing and learning in art. We started the year off with a getting to know you 

sculpture, with a secret code! You may have noticed your child or children coming home with a paper 

sculpture full of zigzags, arches, fringe, tabs, and spirals. Each object represents something unique to your 

child. Mrs. Fryer                                                                                                                                             

Kindergarten                                                                                                                                                 

Welcome to kindergarten! Our school year is off to a great start, and the children are eager to learn new 

things! In math, we are working on reading, writing, and counting to ten. Our focus is one-to-one 

correspondence. Our class is working hard to learn letter sounds in reading. Thank you for supporting your 

child with our daily reading homework! During writing, we are learning to express ourselves through 

drawings and sharing with peers. We are also focusing on sounding out and writing words. We are 

strengthening our fine motor skills with handwriting lessons, concentrating on proper pencil grip with letter 

and number formation. In social studies, our class is exploring how people learn to work together to be 

good citizens.  Our explorations in science are all about trees. We are observing trees all around us, 

discovering how they change and grow with the seasons. Parent-Teacher Conferences will be all day on 

September 30 and after school on October 3. We look forward to discussing your child’s growth and 

development with you. Mrs. Duplex, Mrs. Kotalik and Mrs. Maresh                                                                              

First Grade                                                                                                                                                                    

Thank you to all the families who attended Back to School Night! We enjoyed meeting you and your child! 

In addition, thank you to all the families who purchased school supplies for our classrooms.                                                                                                                                      

Reading Mastery Signature Edition (RMSE)                                                                                                                             

We continue to use RMSE in first grade. This is a continuation of the program from kindergarten for students 

who attended Shawsheen last year or kindergarten in our district. We continue to work on building 

phonemic awareness skills as well as phonics skills by identifying letters and sounds, and manipulating 

sounds and the sounds in words. Additionally, we are very grateful to have chrome books for each 

student in each of our classrooms for students to have access to personalized learning with Lexia. On 

Lexia, students are working on the following reading skills: phonological awareness, phonics, structural 

analysis, automatic/fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. Just a reminder, RMSE homework will come 

home most nights and is yellow. Please listen to your child as he/she does his/her homework. Please sign 

and return it the following day. This is a crucial piece of their reading instruction in first grade.                                                                                                             

MATH:                                                                                                                                                                         

We have started Module 1: Sums and Differences to 10. In this module, students work towards fluency with 

addition and subtraction of numbers to 10. Students have opportunities from counting all to counting on. 

Math homework is sent home weekly on Thursday and needs to be returned by the following Wednesday. 

Homework should be a review of that week’s lessons taught in class.  Let your child’s teacher know if you 

need additional support or resources for doing the homework at home.                                                                                                                                                            

WRITING:                                                                                                                                                                    

We are building our writing communities. We have been using a number of mentor texts to facilitate 

students’ writing ideas. Additionally, we have been spending a portion of time on handwriting each day. 

We are seeing vast improvements already.  As always, please feel free to contact us with any questions 

or concerns!                                                                                                                                                                                         

OTHER:                                                                                                                                                                    

Parent Teacher Conferences are on Monday, September 30 from 7:30 AM – 6:30 PM and October 3 from 

3:30 PM – 6:30 PM. If you have not already scheduled a conference, please be on the lookout for a form 

in your child’s Thursday folder to fill out. Thank you for all you do! Gratefully, Mrs. Z, Mrs. Duvall, and Mrs. Hill 

 



Second Grade                                                                                                                                                          

This month in second grade, we will be learning so much!  Here is a preview of what has to come!    

Writing:  We are working on writing complete stories with a beginning, middle, and end.  We are also 

working on putting capitals at the beginning of sentences as well as end punctuation marks.                

Math:  We are currently working on Mission 1 in Engage New York – Adding and Subtracting using number 

bonds and base ten blocks.  Please make sure your child is working nightly on the homework packet to 

get the needed practice.  Remember, the homework packet will come home on Thursdays and be due 

the following Thursday.                                                                                                                                          

Literacy:  In second grade, the reading program we use is Wonders.  In Wonders, we are currently in Unit 1.  

Our Big Idea for the unit is “How do family and friends learn, grow, and help each other?”  Our focus is on 

having students understand the “Who, What, Where, When, and Why” of the story.  You can support your 

child by asking them these questions while they are reading to you.  Remember, the reading card will 

come home on Thursdays and be due the following Thursday.                                                                    

Science:  We have started studying about the life cycle of insects and their habitats. Ask your child about 

the mealworms and what they have learned so far.  If your child is in Ms. Wikoff’s class, she will be piloting 

different science curriculums for our district this fall.  Science instruction may look a little different in her 

room.  Working for your child, Miss Hyland, Mrs. Kautz and Ms. Wikoff                                                                

Third Grade                                                                                                                                                      

Reading:  Unit 1                                                                                                                                                            

In this unit, the third graders are working on asking and answering questions to demonstrate an 

understanding of what is being read, along with referring back to the text to support their answers. They 

are working on describing the traits, motivations, or feelings of the characters in a story and asked to 

explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.                                                                             

Writing: The Writing Process                                                                                                                                          

The third graders are beginning to see themselves as contributing members of a caring writing 

community.  They are listening and discussing examples of good writing. They will be exploring pre-writing 

techniques and writing freely in their writing notebooks about things that interest them.  This will prepare 

them with cooperative structures they can use throughout the school year.                                                             

Math: Place Value and Multiplication/Division                                                                                                              

The third graders have been reviewing place value, and are getting ready to move on. We will be 

jumping in with two feet straight into multiplication and division.                                                 

Science/Social Studies:                                                                                                                                                  

The third graders are learning about what a community is in Social Studies and comparing their 

community to the different types. In science, we are starting with the structures of life.                                

Weekly Homework:                                                                                                                                            

Homework packets are sent home on Thursdays and are due the following Thursday. The due date is 

printed on the top right corner of the top page.  We ask parents/guardians to work with students to 

develop a homework schedule that works best for you family. Additionally, we ask parents/guardians to 

check over student’s work and sign the front page of homework indicating you have done so. Students 

are asked to read 20 minutes per night and to complete four reading log entries per week. The homework 

packet may also include cursive, math, spelling and reading practice. Thank you for supporting your 

student as they work through their homework each week.                                                                                                                                                     

Binders and Planners:                                                                                                                                         

Students will be bringing their binder home each night. Inside it, you will find their planner pages, 

homework packets, Thursday folder items (on Thursdays) and assignments we are currently working on. It is 

very important that binders come back to school every morning because they contain everything 

students will need for the day. Please help your student develop a nightly routine, which includes putting 

their binder back in their backpack after you sign their planner and they work on their homework.  Before 

you sign their planner each night or morning, please take a moment to discuss the information included 

on it each day. Signing the planner indicates that you have received the information included on the 

planner and that you have discussed it with your student. Mrs. Fowler and Mrs. Grover 



Fourth Grade     

Reading:  Unit 1 – Thinking it through 

Fourth grade students are continuing on their literary journeys as they learn to refer to details in a text 

when explaining what the text says.  They will need to be able to cite evidence and organize their 

answers in written form.  Each week we will be focusing on a different Literacy skill and strategy.  This 

week the skill is sequence and the strategy is making predictions based on evidence.  Students need 

to be able to determine the meaning of words and phrases at a fourth grade level.  It is super 

important that your student be reading as much as possible.  This increases their fluency level and 

helps them be able to comprehend fourth grade material. 

Writing:  The Writing Process/Opinion Writing 

In the next few weeks, students are exploring different types of literature to help them generate ideas 

for writing.  This is super fun because we get to read stories and poems aloud to the class and talk 

about why the author wrote the story and how could we get ideas from this author for our own 

stories.  The students are working on partner sharing and becoming writers!!  We are super excited 

about how this group of kiddos love to write and share their work.  Having a notebook or paper at 

home is a super easy way to support their love of writing.  

Math: Multiplication/Division using multi-digit whole numbers 

We kicked off Module 1!  The students are exploring how to extend their work with whole numbers.  

They begin with large numbers using familiar units, and develop their understanding of millions by 

building knowledge of the pattern of times ten in the base ten system on the place value chart.  

Students need to be able to multiply and divide in real life situations.  An example is:  If Lyla collected 

$450 selling Girl Scout Cookies and her troop collected 10 times as much, how much money did 

Lyla’s troop raise?  We will be exploring how to compare multi-digit numbers, which will lead into 

rounding. 

Science/Social Studies: 

In fourth grade, we are studying Colorado history and our program is new.  Your students were the 

first to explore the new textbooks.  They made many discoveries as they completed a picture walk.  

There are real life accounts from fur traders, early explorers and Native Americans.   We are super 

excited to kick this unit off.  We will not be starting Science for another 5 weeks.   

Class Dojo: 

Class Dojo is a program that rewards your student for their behavior.  The students earn points and 

get to spend those points in school. If you have not connected with your child’s classroom, please 

contact his/her teacher right away to get your login code to track their progress.  

Homework: 

Homework will be sent home on Thursdays and needs to be returned by the following Thursday.  

There will be a reading log, math worksheet, and some type of literacy strategy or skill practice.  Our 

homework is determined by setting high expectations for your student.  Homework should not to       

be saved until last minute; it will require thought and hard work.  We believe in them so much that we 

are setting the bar high! 

**Remember it is okay to struggle, it just means your brain is growing! 

Mrs. Johnstone and Mrs. Wagner                                                                                                                                                       



Fifth Grade    

Math 

Students have started the first Module working with place value and decimal fractions. Students have 

started reviewing base ten systems using place value disks and a place value chart. They are 

practicing multiplying by 10, 100, and 1000 as well as dividing by 10, 100, and 1,000. This module is 

made of 16 lessons and completed by mid-September. 

Writing 

We are developing our writing community and learning systems and routines for 5th grade. Students 

have been creating lists to generate ideas and writing about topics that interest them. As we 

continue to develop the writing community, we will begin drafting, editing and revising, and 

publishing our writing pieces.  

Literacy 

Students will be reading a variety of genres for the next few weeks. Our big idea for the first unit is 

Eureka! I have Got It. We will be studying sequencing, problem, and solution in our narrative text. For 

nonfiction, we will be studying cause, effect, and author’s point of view.  

Homework 

We encourage all students to read 20-30 minutes every day. On Thursdays, we will be sending home 

a one-page homework assignment for students to complete throughout the week. The homework will 

be due on Wednesday of the following week. On the homework, you will find a reading log, math 

practice from our curriculum, and fluency practice. Please let us know if you have any questions 

regarding our homework policy. 

Sincerely,  

You’re Fifth Grade Teachers 

Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Kleiber and Ms. Strecker  

                                                                                                                                                 

 


